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Ouigin of Jwa Chuistmas Traditiens

St. Francis and the Chriistmas Creche

% Thenight-time darkness had fled!

* woodland clearing on a

Jntain near the small Italian

1ge of Greccio was made bright

lay with torchlight. The villagers

d out in surprise and awe as

y beheld the Christmas Eve gift of
St. Francis of Assisi. For near a rock cave was a real manger,
filled with straw. On one side of the manger stood a large live
ox and on the other side, a small grey ass. Their warm breaths
turned frosty white in the cold night air.

The chanting of the Franciscan Brothers echoed through the
rocky hills as St. Francis stood in front of the manger.
Overcome with tenderness, he watched as the villagers saw
and felt the cold and poverty of the humble birthplace of the
‘Little Brother of all Mankind'. Then with a wondrous joy, St.
Francis read aloud from the Holy Gospel.

Since that deeply stirring night near Greccio, the Christmas
créeche has become a part of the world’s Christmas
celebration. And whether as a living dramatization, a large
Nativity scene, or carve miniatures, it brings happiness to the
hearts of adult and child alike. Gazing upon the créche with
reverence brings us always closer to the two thousand year
old - but ever new — Christmas Mystery.

[From Follow the Year: A Family Celebration of Christian Holidays
compiled, adapted and written by Mala Powers]

Mantin Luther
and the Christmas Tnee Candles

Of the many Christmas tree stories and
legends, a very special one comes
from Germany. It tells about Martin
Luther, the great leader of the
Reformation movement in the church
about five hundred years ago.

One December night, the story tells, Martin Luther was on his
way home through the woods. The night was especially
bright and clear and thousands of stars twinkled and
shimmered in the sky, like windows through which the light
of heaven streamed down upon the earth. With joy, Martin
Luther beheld how the starlight touched the snow-laden
boughs of the forest fir trees, making their ice crystals glisten
like diamonds.

Deeply moved, Luther decided to share his glimpse of this
meeting of heaven and earth! He selected a small, fragrant fir
tree and hurried home to his wife and children. There he tied
little white candles to the tree’s branches; and when they
were lit, Martin Luther spoke to his children about the beauty
of the stars shining upon the earth and of the Glory of our
Heavenly Father who gave Jesus Christ to us to be the Light
of the World.

[From Follow the Year: A Family Celebration of Christian Holidays
compiled, adapted and written by Mala Powers]
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Presbytery of West Jersey

Church Leadership Event

Sunday, February 8, 2009
2:00 - 6:00 PM
First Presbyterian Church of Haddonfield

Heynate Speakier
The Rev. Du. Louise Lawson Johnson

ARE WE ENTERTAINING TOURISTS OR EQUIPPING
PILGRIMS?

Teaching Post-Modern Learners The Essential 100
Youth Ministry Roundtable Sacrament Education
Training for Small Group Leaders

Including Learners with Disabilities

e ee e f f f f

APCE Unnual Event
dssociation of gPresbytenian Church fducators
January 28 - 31, 2009
8an Antonio, Jexas

A Light to the Nations
e eeef f f f

Y oungAdult Ministry Jaim

Conference
May 27 - 30, 2009
Austin Presbyterian Seminary
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PRINCETON

THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY

The&routh, Church, andpGdftast offers theological reflection
on youth ministry. It is reldasé&dsoartd third Tuesday of every

month. Expect to hear:

¢ Insights from current research in youth and young adult

ministry

On the
Bookshelf

The Parables of Dr. Seuss

BK GO01 021, by Robert L. Short.
The author of "The Gospel According to Peanuts" takes
readers on an exploration of the spirituality of the stories o
childreis book author Theodore "Dr. Seuss" Geisel (Green
Eggs and Ham, The Cat in the Hat, How the Grinch Stole
Christmas, and many otheg)d in so doing tells readers
he has found Seuss to be "a first class Christian thinker."

The Discipleship Study Bible

BK B05 016.
This study Bible is based on the text of the New Revisec
Standard Version, including the Apocrypha. It helps reader
understand both the ancient texts on their own terms and th
meaning of the texts for us today. There are scholarly
introductry essays to each book. Other features include a
chronology of events and literature of the Bible, a concise
concordance, and color maps.

The Life of Noah
DV E36 009, by Chris Seay.
This foupart video, which tells the Bible story of Noah, is
designedot help teachers communicate the Bible to a 21st
century audience. The DVD includes four printable lessor
plans and MPEG versions of all videos.

People Who Met Jesus
DV E36 008
Eight short dramas of people in the Gospels who encountere
Jesus. The serisseks to help viewers know Jesus through
the people to whom he ministered. There is a "Viewer guide
for each drama to help group leaders.

The Yellow Leaves
BK G44 017 by Frederick Buechner.

In these original essays, short stories, and poems, Buechne
reflects on the moments of transcendence in the midst of hi
daily existence. In a myriad of commonplace activities. he
finds the presence of the divine, and he elegantly describe:
these persons, events, and observations, nimbly inviting
readers into thedalities.

e Wisdom from experienced youth leaders and pastors For information on

e Sermons that inspire and challenge

¢ Informative conversations with feliniaidcho
theologians

e Stories of exemplary ministries

these and other
resources call Judy.


http://maestro.ptsem.edu/trk/click?ref=zqha6qcka_0-ecx3d2x12015&

Birds

All the predictions for this
winter seem to point to it being
a particularly cold and snowy
one for us. If you are looking
for a mission project for
Epiphany or the New Year
consi der Godos
outside your window. In the
spirit of St. Francis share your bounty with those God
created to be our feathered friends. As live trees are
removed from houses ask for a couple of donations
and have the children and youth decorate them with
treats for the birds.

Here are some ideas:

C hristmas for the

g Strings of popcorn. Use a sewing needle
"% and heavy duty dark thread to string
decorative popcorn garlands. Use unbuttered,
unsalted popcorn that will look festive and
taste great to the birds.

Strings of grapes, cranberries, or dried
fruit. Thread like the popcorn garlands.

:j%, Small pinecones spread with peanut butter
IR mix. Mix peanut butter with 2 cups of
cornmeal or uncooked oatmeal. Spread on
pinecone with a soft spatula. Roll in bird seed.
Use in cold weather only.

%ﬂ, Suet bags. Use a plastic mesh bag that is

“i%. used to sell fresh oranges or other fruit in
' grocery stores and fill with two inch square
chunks of suet (hard beef fat). Suet can be
trimmed off cuts of meat before c ooking or be
purchased in bricks. Use in cold weather only.

Oranges and grapefruit. Cut fruit into
quarters and tie to sturdy branches fruit
side up or string with cranberries and
hang from branches.

[From Alternatives for Simple Living.org]
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W hat is the Bible?

Sounds like an unnecessary question. But try to
compose a one-sentence answer to the question. It

is, of course, a book; a library of sixty-six diverse,
but connected books. One answer would be that
the Bible is fit heBibleor d

Atself ysgs ghat phyase, |, ¢

0l ndeed, the word of
than any two-edged sword, piercing until it divides soul
from spirit, joints from marrow; it is able to judge the
t houghts and intentions
Hebrews 4:12

The writer of Hebrews does not refer to the work of
God as a book but as something /ving and active.
These writings are powerful and life changing. The
guestion, i Wh at is the Bi
Does your sentence reveal something about the Bible
as a book or about the God who speaks through the
book? Invite an adult study group to comment
together on the distinctions between the two.

The books of the Bible are grouped into categories like

a library. Two -
Books of the Bible -

emphases are common
to all these books. Each B N
B Old Testament

one is concerned with
people. In some way all
the books tell about
people and direct them
how they should live.
The titles of 38 books
include the name of a
person. It is also
obvious that God is
centrally involved with
each book. In Genesis,
Gad is the Creator. In
many of the books,
God is the Deliverer.
The books are about God, people and how they are
related.

Invite adults to read these passages: Gen 1:26-31;

Gen. 11:1-9; Ex. 20:2 and Acts 17:16-18. After

reading, invite their responses to these two questions:

e What do these passages tell us about God and
people?

e How do they help us understand the world in

which they were written?
[From Your Bible! The Study Begins  from the Kerygma program,
available in the Educational Services Center]

Atdés amazing to think of [Martin] Luther risking
an age of wides  pread illiteracy. He thought it was important to get the Bible in the hands of

people, yet we have ten Bibles sitting on our she
actually read them. Why dondét we?86

Cynthia L. Rigby, W. C. Brown Professor of Theobgy, Austin Theological Seminary
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Childrends Bibl es

Often | get a call for a recommendation for a Bible to give to children. The list below was developed by Lib Caldwell
and Becky Davis. Lib is Professor of Pastoral Theology at McCormack Theological Seminary, the 2004 APCE Educator
of the Year and a popular author of books on ministry and worship with children. | hope the list is of value to you. -
Judy

The NRSV Chi | dkbmmgdonPresd/2006 e

The Pilgrim Book of Bible Storfes  , Pilgrim Press, 2003. (NRSV) .
The Chil dr enB65sStortes b/ €1 on Chil dr enﬁ‘ ;

. Read-Aloud Bible Stories ,\Vols. 1-4, Moody Press, 19821995. ‘
(Especially wonderful for 3-5 year olds.)

Bible Stories Series in Board Books by Carol Wehrheim, Pilgrim

Press, 1999 (These are wonderful individual bible stories in board books

for 1-2 year olds.)

6. Bible Storybook , American Bible Society, 1990. (CEV)

7. Tomi e de Paol ads B o ¢RuffiroBboksz 1980/ (HIV)S ¢

8. The Bible a People Listen to God , Liturgical Press, 1998.

9. The Bible Story , lllustrated by Brian Wildsmith, Oxford University Press, 1989.

10. The Family Story Bible , Ralph Milton, W/JKP, 1996.

11. Augsburg Story Bible , Augsburg, 1992.

12.Chi I drends |/ [/, DKkPublishingel®94B/ b/ e

N

O,

Three additional books are great to use with children:
13. Psalm 23 , lllustrated by Timothy Ladwig, Eerdmans, 1997.
14. Art Works of He Qi , Chinese Christian Literature Council, 1999.
15. The Bible Through Asian Eyes , Masao Takenaka and Ron O0Grady,

Criteria for Selection

1. Content T which books, stories are included/omitted? How much OT & NT? Are there any
stories from the prophetic books included?
2. Translation T Is it consistent with the theology you want children to learn? Is it accessible to

children.
3. Organization 1 Ease of use for parents and children.
4, Layout i How much of the story is told? Whatds the

5. Art 7 In what ways do the illustrations contribute to the story? Are the pictures inclusive and
age appropriate?

Young Children and the Wise Men Story
A

What You Need: 1. Say this poem for the children: : 4,
Snack foods to share How many days to Nazareth % R\ A el
(figs, olives, bread, cheese) The Wise Men journeyeayall the w : é}g%k
They must have camped along the road, )
| wonder what they had to eat!
They must have been glad when they found the child,
And laid their presents at his feet.

2. To begin a discussion about the Wise Mz H¢hkehelchjitslr think the kings
travel? If no one is sure, remind them that the kings were following the star, so they wouktdravasoriséai
Say: the kings came fronsfaitamayhave taken a long time to find Jesus.

3. Share together some foods the Wise Men might have carried with them
figs and olives. Repeat the poehe adpoiréor. ( From Things to Make & Do for Advent & Christmas, Bridge Resources, page 79.)




