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RReecceennttllyy  II  aatttteennddeedd  tthhee  NNaattiioonnaall  AAPPCCEE  CCoonnffeerreennccee  iinn  SSaann  
AAnnttoonniioo,,  TTeexxaass..   PPrriioorr  ttoo  tthhee  llaarrggeerr  ccoonnffeerreennccee  aa  ssmmaalllleerr  
ggrroouupp  ooff  rreepprreesseennttaattiivveess  ooff  tthhee  eedduuccaattiioonnaall  mmiinniissttrryy  ooff  
tthhee  PPCC((UUSSAA))  ggaatthheerreedd  ffoorr  PPOOIINNTT  ttrraaiinniinngg..   [[Presbyterians 
Organized in Nurture and Teaching (POINT) is a network 
of educators who offer Christian education expertise and 
curriculum interpretation skills to churches in their 
area.] We learn about new curricula, special resources 
and we are given samples, instructional DVDs and other 
material. In addition, POINT always has a compelling 
speaker to inspire and focus us. This year the speaker was Rev. Dr. 
Karen-Marie Yust, Associate Professor of Christian Education at the 
Presbyterian School of Christian Education at Union Seminary, 
Richmond, VA.  
 

The following are some of my sketchy notes taken while she spoke. They 
are thoughts that were important to me and I hope may strike a chord 
with you. They are not as coherent as I might have hoped. I‟m not a great 
note taker. 
 
The Christian Learner is a person who is taught by God. Martin 
Luther felt if this were not so there is no hope for us. We are 
learner’s at God’s feet. So we must make room for God to 
teach us. We respond to God’s action by being faith-full. When 
Moses asked God, “What is your name?” God’s response was 
a vague and mysterious, “I am who I am.” God is saying, 
“Moses, your faith does not depend upon your understanding 
of me, but upon my call of you.” Our role is to introduce the 
God story through all the senses: sight, touch, hearing, 
speech, etc. 
 

Some Implications: 
 

Very young children can be faithful people if we focus on 
what they can do rather than what they cannot. Though they 
cannot read, they can experience. They “live” the incarnation. 
Their experience of God’s love is through our love of them. 
They hear words (ex. “Jesus”) and then proceed to figure out 
who or what this is and what it means to them. In this way, 
they encounter God and want to be in relationship with God. In

these early years they learn they are a religious 
person and they continue to identify what that 
means. 
 

Pre-schoolers are becoming aware of social 
structures and begin making quick associations. 
We need to give them enough symbols, stories, 
etc. to provide them with the tools they need for 
talking about faith-filled things. 
 

Younger Elementary children find stories, and 
the structure of stories, important. They enjoy play-acting what 
they see and experience. Pay attention to the story. God is a 
miracle worker. Take it to imaginative possibilities. Our job is to 
encourage God-talk that is experimental. These children are 
more concerned about the process of interpreting than with the 
product. Have them ponder  “I wonder…” statements. I wonder 
what Moses thought when he saw the burning bush. 
 

Older Elementary students move away from cause and effect 
thinking to consider what is just and right. They bring more 
experience of social options to their faith. We must provide 
resources for their investigation as we encourage them to ask 
lots of questions without giving them answers. If they are not 
asking questions, we need to ask ourselves why? 
 

Types of questions: 
1. Clarifying Questions: look to the story, data retrieval. 
2. Experimental Questions: “When have you been 

surprised by God?” 
3. Responsive Questions: Study the scriptures to learn 

what God is teaching us about how to be faithful 
people. “How are you going to be aware of God’s 
presence in the world this week?” 

 

Engage them in art, drama, etc. to answer the questions 
creatively. Give them ample time to share their testimonies. 
 

Adults need to ask the same questions as they maintain a 
dialogue between their story and the biblical stories. Adults still 
need models, mentors, guides, teachers, partners as they 
wrestle with the story until it gives them a blessing.    
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In the many details of this day  and the uttering of words, 
let me be fully alive.    in the meeting of friends 
In the handling of food   and the intermingling of relationship 
and the sharing of drink,   let me be fully alive to each instant, O God, 
in the preparing of work   let me be fully alive                   J. Philip 
Newell.                                                                     

Christian Learners as Life-long Interpreters of God’s Word 
 

Notes on a talk by Rev. Dr. Karen-Marie Yust 



 
 

What’s on the Bookshelf? 
 

We have some oldies but goodies for use in children’s ministry 
residing on our bookshelves that you might find interesting. They 
are worth a reminder. 
Everyoneôs-a-Winner Games for Childrenôs 

Ministry  
Ages noted for each game. 
Over 100 quick and easy games from Group Publishing that 
build cooperation and make kids feel GREAT!  
 

BBiigg  AAcctt iioonn  BBiibbll ee  SSkk ii tt ss::   NNeeww   TTeesstt aamm eenn tt   
by Christine Yount 
Here are 12 New Testament skits designed to help children 
understand the stories. Included are eight  transparency 
backdrops for an overhead projector. 
 

Easy-to -Make Puppets and How to Use Them  
Ages 2-12 
This reference is full of patterns and guidelines for using 
puppets as teaching tools. It includes ideas for costuming, 
staging and production notes.  
 

Donôt Just Sit There:  
Bible Stories That Move You  
Ages 3-5 
Movement, sensory experiences, story props and rhythm are 
used to teach Bibles stories to young children encouraging 
them to become involved actively. 
 

When Did We See You?  
Ages 8-13 
The book includes 60 creative activities to help students 
recognize Jesus in the needs of people in their daily lives. 
 

New Testament Interactive Bible Stories  

 for Children  
All ages. 
The stories presented come to life as the children compare 
their own experiences with those of Bible characters with the 
use of questions and motions during the reading of the stories. 
 

Opening the Bible with Children  

(Beginning Bible Skills)  

Ages 2-12 
Author Patricia Griggs divides the book into 3 sections: factors 
to consider when giving Bibles to children; the skills and 
abilities children learn at each grade level; and puzzles, games 
and worksheets to reinforce Bible skills. 

AMACHI 
People of Faith Mentoring Children of Promise 

 

Amachi is a Nigerian word which means ñWho knows but what 
God has brought us through this childè.ò We in educational 
ministry function on this premise with everything we do for 
children in the church. Each child is a precious gift from God. 
Jesus affirmed their honored place when he said, ñLet the little 
children come to me; do not stop them; for it is to such as 
these that the kingdom of God belongs.òò   
 

Amachi Mentoring 

 This project provides mentoring services t oa very 
special group of Camden Countyôs children, those 
with a parent currently or formerly incarcerated. 

 Amachiôs goal is two-fold: to assist these children in 
achieving their highest potential through committed 
mentoring relationships with people of faith; and to 
identify, evaluate and report to decision makers 
effective strategies and practices of urban mentoring. 

 The Amachi Project works with a carefully selected 
group of Camden County organizations recruiting and 
supporting the caring adult volunteers who serve as 
mentors to the children. 

 

The Facts 

 Today more than 7.3 million children have an 
incarcerated parent in the United States. 

 Children of incarcerated parents are six times more 
likely to engage in negative behavior than those 
whose parents are not incarcerated. 

 70% of children with one parent in prison are likely to 
end up in prison themselves. 

 

Mentoring Makes a Difference 
Children matched with an Amachi Mentor are: 

 52% less likely to 
skip a day of school. 

 46% less likely to 
start using illegal 
drugs. 

 27% less likely to 
start drinking 

         alcohol. 

 less likely to lie to 
their parents. 

 show improvement in school. 

 demonstrate a reduced incidence of violence. 

 show improved self-confidence and greater hope for 
the future. 

 

For more information and to consider volunteering, contact 
Victoria Frederick, Amachi Coordinator, Camden County 
Amachi Project 
(856) 663-4773, ext. 228 or email at VFrederick@cpachvi.org.  

mailto:VFrederick@cpachvi.org


Christmas Pageants 
 

There were a number of requests for samples of Christmas pageants in 
the Fall of last year. Our samples had become somewhat dated so new 
scripts have been purchased for your consideration next year. Listed 
here are four of the new options 
 

 Instant Christmas Pageants: The Fumbly Bumbly Angels 
 

Enjoy the story of Jesus' birth from the 
perspective of four delightful angels who yearn to 
sing in the glorious heavenly choir..but discover 
their debut will be for a few ragged shepherds on 
a Bethlehem hillside! (soundtrack on compact 
disc) 
 
 
 

 

The Backward Christmas Pageant 
 

 “This will change everything," people say when 

something new or dramatic happens in their lives, 

and often it does just that. How do we tell the story 

of how the birth of Christ changed things long ago 

and how it continues to change things? Tell the 

story backward! Part of the point of The Backward 

Christmas Pageant is that time doesn't matter in this story. The birth of a baby 

two thousand years ago changed everything--God's grace is timeless. The 

pageant ends with, "This will change everything." 

 

The Living Crèche:  

The Christmas Story in Scripture, Legend and Song 
 

This is a joyous musical celebration that weaves 

scripture, ancient legend and carols from around 

the world into a richly colored Christmas tapestry. It 

draws upon scriptural narrative extending from the 

advent prophecies through the visit of the wise men. 

Threading through are Christmas legends that trace 

modern customs to their Christian origins. 
 

 

 
Go Tell It On the Mountain 
includes the scripts for three complete Christmas 

pageants; “Good News of Great Joy,” a traditional 

Nativity play with carols; “A Child of Might,” an 

adaptation in verse o Medieval mystery plays; and 

“People Look East,” a dramatized service of lessons 

and carols with Eucharist. 

 

If you can spare a copy of Christmas Pageants you 

have used to give to the Resource Center then 

churches would have even more options to consider. 

Perhaps you may wish to agree to lend out scripts, scores and other related 

material to churches whose pageant budgets may not be as generous as yours. 

If so, include contact information with your script sample. 
 

Thank you!

Happy Birthday, John Calvin! 
 

This year the Presbyterian Church (USA) is finding special ways to celebrate 

the 500th anniversary of the birth of its theological father, John Calvin.  
 

John Calvin (July 10, 1509 –May, 27, 1564) 

was an influential French theologian and 

pastor during the Protestant Reformation. He 

was a principal figure in the development of 

the system of Christian theology later called 

Calvinism. As Presbyterians, we look to 

Calvin as the chief expositor of our beliefs.  
 

In March 1536, Calvin published the first 

edition of his Institutio Christianae Religionis 

or Institutes of the Christian Religion. The 

work was a defense of his faith and a statement of the doctrinal position of the 

reformers. He also intended it to serve as an elementary instruction book for 

anyone interested in the Christian religion. The book was the first expression of 

his theology. Calvin updated the work and published new editions throughout his 

life.  
 

The first statement in Institutes acknowledges its central theme. It states that 

the sum of human wisdom consists of two parts: the knowledge of God and of 

ourselves. Calvin argues that the knowledge of God is not inherent in humanity 

nor can it be discovered by observing this world. The only way to obtain it is to 

study scripture. Calvin writes, "For anyone to arrive at God the Creator he 

needs Scripture as his Guide and Teacher." 
 

Calvin defined a sacrament as an earthly sign associated with a promise from 

God. He accepted only two sacraments as valid under the new covenant: 

baptism and the Lord's Supper (in opposition to the Catholic acceptance of 

seven sacraments). 
 

Ideas! Magazine has some ways for churches to celebrate Calvin‟s birthday. 

Included in the suggestions is 1. Collect 500 coins in honor of John Calvin. give 

the money to a mission project in your church; 2. Read 500 pages of the Bible 

during the year; 3. See 500 pictures by taking a virtual tour of Switzerland 

where Calvin spent most of his life by using Google Images. 
 

Your Resource Center has copies of the new DVD “John Calvin: His Life and 

Legacy” a new film documentary produced by Witherspoon Press. 

Congregational Ministries Division of the PC(USA) says the DVD “is poised to 

debunk such myths as predestination being at the heart of Calvin‟s theology and 

that he relished the burning of heretics at the stake and reclaim Calvin‟s 

perspectives on Christian faith and life that have shaped Reformed churches 

throughout the world.” The program “explores Calvin‟s commitment to 

proclaiming the glory of God, the centrality of Jesus Christ, and the work of the 

Holy Spirit in creation and salvation.” You may view a trailer at 

www.pcusa.org/calvinjubilee.  Call the Resource Center (856-547-5100) to 

reserve a copy to show to your session, adult education classes, at Calvin‟s 

Birthday Party supper, or to use in worship. 
 

In addition, you may borrow John Calvin: A Biography by T.H.L. Parker or 

Calvin for Armchair Theologians by Christopher Elwood. We have copies of 

the Calvin@500 issue of The Presbyterian Outlook journal. Articles in the 

Outlook include an excerpt from Elwood‟s book and articles entitled “Reading 

Lessons: Calvin‟s fascination with Christian Doctrine,” 

“Why read Calvin today?” and “John Calvin and 

„spirituality‟: his teaching on piety,”  

 

Celebrate the year! Do something Calvin-ish. 
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Iõm Sorry. 

Learning to 

Apologize  
We know that in life misunder- 
standings happen. While we may not 
set out to hurt those with whom and to 
whom we minister, we know that we do. 
And as much as we hope that tomorrow 
will be different, tomorrow we will be the 
same broken human beings we are 
today. Because we know that we will 
hurt and disappoint people, we have to  
learn how to apologize. 
 
A FOUR-STEP PROCESS  
 

Repentance is tough. Apologizing, the step in the 
process that requires us to admit our fault to the person 
we have hurt, can be even harder. Apologizing can be 
thought of as a four-step process: hearing our sin, 
saying we are sorry, making it right, and asking for 
forgiveness. 
 

Hearing Our Sin 
One of the most important and difficult parts of the 
apology process is hearing how we have hurt another 
person. Itôs not comfortable to hear about our mistakes. 
We want to defend ourselves. We want to say, ñNo, 
youôre wrong, Iôm not that bad!ò 

Instead, we need to be still and listen. Itôs important that 
we hear everything the person needs to say. A good way 
to do this is to listen quietly and then ask, ñIs that all?ò If 
not, say, ñTell me more.ò We can repeat this invitation 
until the person we have hurt tells us that they are 
finished speaking. When they are done telling us their 
story, it is helpful to check that we have understood 
them. ñIs this what you are saying?ò we ask, repeating 
the story they have told us. We do this until we get it 
right. 

Saying We Are Sorry  
We take responsibility for our failureðintended or not. 
We say, ñIôm sorry.ò We do not qualify our apology by 
saying, ñI'm sorry... 
 

éif you thought I was trying to hurt you.ò 
éif you took offense at what I said.ò 
éif you felt that way.ò 
éif you heard me say that.ò 

 
When we qualify our apology, we avoid taking 
responsibility, and we demean the other person. Itôs as if 
we are saying, ñWell I had no hand in this hurt. Iôm sorry 
you . . . 
 

  éare so sensitive.ò 
  éexpect so much.ò 
  émisunderstood.ò 
  éare confused.ò 
  édonôt hear well.ò 

Apologies do not need a lot of 
words. The best apology is a 
simple, ñIôm sorry.ò 
 

Making It Right  
Misunderstandings and mistakes 
provide us with the opportunity to  
better the relationship. Both 
parties need to discuss what can 
be done to bring healing. That 
includes asking the questions: 
 

 What do we need to do or say to 
make the relationship right again? 

 What does this situation teach us 
about needs that have not been met in the 
relationship?  

 What does this situation teach us about the most 
helpful ways to express these needs? 

 What do we need to do or say differently from 
now on?  

Often, the fixes in these situations are quite simple. 
Maybe the person needs some verbal indication that we 
heard and understood. Perhaps we need to receive clear 
requests for helpðhints are not enough. If we do our 
work together, we will end the conversation with a better 
relationship than we began with. 

Asking for Forgiveness 
Before we set aside this chapter in our lives, receiving 
forgiveness is critical. We are not so comfortable with 
these words, ñI forgive you.ò Weôre much more likely to 
say, ñNo big deal,ò ñDonôt worry about it,ò or, ñWhatôs 
done is done.ò 
 

But none of these words has the power of ñI forgive you.ò 
To say ñI forgive youò is to say we are letting go of any 
claim for punishment or payment. We are ending our 
hold on the other person. We are setting them free. 
 

In order to move forward in any relationship, we need to 
know that our sins are forgiven. Itôs hard to be content 
with the ñno-big-dealò phrases when we suspect that this 
was a big deal. The people in the relationship need to 
move on from a place of freedom, no longer worrying 
that the sin will plague the relationship. If the wronged 
person does not offer forgiveness, simply ask, ñDo you 
forgive me?ò 
 

Excerpted from A Generous Presence: Spiritual Leadership and the Art of 

Coaching , copyright © 2006, the Alban Institute. Used with permission. 

 

 

 

 

  

Judy Grantham, Director of Ed. 
Services 

856-547-5100 
jgrantham@mycomcast.com 
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